U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


May 14, 2018 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 
FOIPA Request No.: 1396714-000 
Subject: Bigfoot (1908 — Present) 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 


Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 22 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 


Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may 
request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process Unit, 170 
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number 
in your correspondence. 


For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) 
(2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA. 
This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that 
excluded records do, or do not, exist. 


For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 


You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be 
easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 


PrP, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 


would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 


information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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I have received your letter. of November 24th © 

: ee requesting an FBI Laboratory analysis of 15 unidentified | 

ye hairs and tissue.. 

The FBI Laboratory conducts’ examinations prinactis 

of physical evidence for law enforcement agencies in connection 
with criminal investigations. Occasionally , ON a case-by-case: 
‘basis, in the interest of research and‘ scientific Anquiry ,. 
Ye make exceptions to-this general policy. With this 
nderstanding, we will. examine the hairs and tissue mentioned 
in your letter. ; 
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Mr Jay Cochran, Jr. 


Assistant Director, FBI., November 24th 1976. 
Laboratory Division, 


FBI. Washington DC 20535. 
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Dear- Mr Cochran : ‘ 


I thank you for your letter of September 10th., 1976. S> S 


I am writing again-to ask. if you could possibly arrange 


for a-comparative analysis of some hairs that we have here : ; 
which we are unable to identify. - 


You may know sotiething of the ‘program in which we = through 2 


the part sponsorship of the undermentioned. academy - are 

engaged. Should you not, I am enclosing an article which 7 
will partially explain what it is that we are trying to 

do. 


Briefly, we do not often come across hair which we are 
unable to identify and the hair that we have now, about 
IS hairs attached to a tiny piece of skin, is the first 


that we have obtained in six years which we feel may -be 
of importance. 


Please advise if you are able to perform this task for us. 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Pennsylvania Ave., 9th. and 10th. NW. 
Washington 0C *20535 


cod 


This institution conducts research on and into the Bigfoot 
phenomenon’ of the Pacific Northwest’ of the ‘USA. ‘We have. 
been in. operation for ‘nearly six years and we are: associated 
with the sAcademy of Appt ied Science, of Boston, Mass. 
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the results of the analysis were. 
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Yours very truly, 


Peter C, Byrne, 
‘ Director, the BIC. 
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Mr. Peter C. Byrne sw 
Director , . ‘ 
The Bigfoot: Information Center and Exhibition 

Post Office. Box 632 

The Dalles, Oregon 97058 
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Dear Mr. Byrne: 


Reference is made to your. letter-dated 
August 26, 1976, concerning the reported examination 


of hairs by the FBI Laboratory in connection with the 


Bigfoot phenomenon. 


‘Since the publication of the "Yashington 
Environmental Atlas" in.1975, which referred to such 
examinations, we have, received ‘several inauiries 
However, we have been unable to 
‘locate any references to. such examinations in ‘our 
‘files. r 
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Cochran, Jr. 
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ANDHOSTETLER THE DALLES, OREGON 97088 
THE DALLES, OREGON 97058" & TELEPHONE (503) 298-8877 
cA : 
te 0) 
. 2 
Sy 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation. cA, ' 
Pennsylvania Ave., 9th. and lOth. NW.. PP 
Washington OC -20535 August 26th 1976. 


\ 
nee 


Gentlemen : : 


This institution conducts research on and ‘into the’ Bigfoot 
phenomenon of the Pacific Northwest of the USA. We havels 
been. inroperation for nearly six years and we are associated 
with the Academy of Applied Science, -of. Boston, Mass. 


From time to time we. have been informed that hair, supposedly 
ofjja Bigfoot, has been sent for examination to ‘the FBI., has - 
beén examined by the FBI., and with the- conclusion, as a report 
NN off the examination, that it was not possible to compare the 
hdir with that of any known efeanire on this continent. 


Ratha C2, Pan 


W}I1 you kindly, to get the er straight, once and for all, 
ihform us if the.FBl., has examined hair which might be that 

a Bigfoot; when this took place, if it did take place} what 
Nihe results of the analysis were, - 


y 


La SS khos harfae 


mentee 


| is a serious question that needs answering and that an“examination 

Id f hair, or the opposite, by the FBl., does not in. any way,. as: \ 
far as we are concerned, suggest that the FBI., is associated x 

Ri ith our project or confirms in any way the possibility of the 


lease understand that our research oe is ee That this ° j 
\ 


A ee 


Lk 


existence of the creature(s) known as Bigfoot. 


Yours very truly, 


‘\ 
Peter C. \Byrne. 
Director, ‘the BIC. 
alent eee tects 


pe- 


a SCIENTIFIC AND EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR ALL AGES 
EMY OF APPLIED SCIENCE, 65 INDIA WHARF, 26A BOSTON, a 02110 
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Rec. Mgate noone 
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Telephone Ra. eat 
Ditoctor Sec’ 4 


0 ; Bt 
: Vest. & September 10, 1976. 
/ , 
Mr. Péter C}! Byrhe a . te fa 
Direct $ 
By foot~Information- n-Centerzand-Exhibition.._ 


Post Office-Box.§32, 
te Dalles, ‘Ore on. 97058. 


ve asad 


Dear Mr. Byrsies - 


Reference is made to. your letter dated: 
August 26, 1976; concerning the’ xeported examination 


= 


of hairs: by: the FBI Laboratory ‘in: connection with the: 
r Bigfoot phenomenon, 


‘ 


However t Nate 


locate any references. to such? 9: 


‘files. 


I ais 


(977 


MAIL ROOM 


é 


ye 


ge Fe 


been unable to: 


Since thé. publication of the "Washington. | 
‘Bnvironmental Atlas" in 1975, which reférred ‘to such. 
- ~examinations, we have. received: ‘several inquiries 


similar, to yours. 


aphion in our: 


REC- $ ok 


ig, 72.13 yours, ’ 


2. 89 als ei 


y! Ke , UX. 


Assistant Director EBL - 


Laboratory Division 
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Memorandum to Mr. McDermott : . 
Res. REQUESTED EXAMINATION ‘OF: 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 7 
BIGFOOT’ INFORMATION CENTER 
AND: EXHITION 


THE DALLES, OREGON 


RECOMMENDATIONS :: 


1. That. Mr. -Byrne' 's: Lequest. for examination of 15: 
unidentified hairs and tissue. be ‘granted. 


APPROVED: 


TAMIA. SOVecensssernennere —— LOBA COUN csserineinasd 
Ext, AlfalrS.ccccsnes Plan. & Insp. eeoand 
a ; ROC. Mate rsecseyeeons® " 
Assoc.. Ditvsevn $.&T. Sev OAS 
Dep, AD AGOALL: , % ace SPO UAV icscccarmaraad 
Dep ‘AD InVin. a! jp -7 HMRC sesetenrnnartneiey Training....cecccseseeeedd 
a i. ig 7 ea _— 
2. Te examination: is grantéd;, ‘attachea letter be 
approved and forwarded -£Q-Mrs Byrnes: ; ah 
3 . . 4 « bs - 
Nate Vee(ba 6 
7 ‘ af a ‘ 9 : é ’ 
- hei y Ly oA shee ga F ‘Legal Coun... 
‘ sO Atk fetoonsd ‘Plan. & hese 
f ‘Director. as hel sass - Ree. Mat Seeeery 
. Af, oe tan s 4 *, “ie Coy 
‘ Absoe: Daye BEng 4 GOH: (Mcsiginnn,” S&T Set. Cult 
Dop, AD Age i). Ci actlacnnnnnatin * Spec. ftiVicsconpatioeenc 
a we rEY (CT eee 
wait? <Bop.; :AD InVous me a ie ier Sp amanecabedere! os + 7 Faint an ; Reveennnny 
oe . we HEH aw. & eye ee? <a i f we’ e 
my Fr ane 3 aa ~ * 
* mY ¥ aot 
DETAILS: ae fe 
——<—< 4 a i ‘ yy ey 4 ‘ “ a c ¥ . 


The 1/6/75' issue. of* ‘the: ‘Washington Star-News ‘carried 
cutline and photograph (attached)~captioned,. "Recognition at 
Last!" concerning the. recently! published U.S... Army Corps 
of Engineers "Washington Environment. Atlas." The Atlas 
contained information Yegarding the possible existénce of 
Sasquatch, aka "Bigfoot," the legendary creature of the Pacific 
Northwest mountains. ‘ 


Memorandum to Mr. McDermott — 

Re: REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF : 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE ; - 
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER " 

AND EXHIBITION ; Z i 
THE DALLES, OREGON ot 


This Atlas reported that "a sample of reputed 
Sasquatch hair was analyzed by the FBI and found ‘to belong 
to no known animal." Inasmuch as FBI Laboratory experts. : 
had no records. or recollection of such an examination, | 
Dr. Steve Rice, Editor of the Army Atlas was telephonically 
contacted in Seattle, Washington. After, checking, Dr. Rice 
was unable to locate his source of the reported FBI. hair’ 
examination. y! re, : ‘ 


By letter dated 8/2676" ‘Mr. Peter: C.: Byrne; 
Director, The Bigfoot Information Center, and Exhibition, 
The Dalles, Oregon, inquired whether this reported FBI hair 
analysis was accurate. In my letter dated 9/10/76 Mr. Byrne 
was told the FBI Laboratory had no références, Sa such an 
examination (copies ‘attached) .. o 

By letter dated 11/24/76 Mr. — Byrne again 
corresponded with the FBI Laboratory enclosing a New York Times 
article dated 6/30/76 captioned, "Is it Bigfoot, Or Can It Be 
Just A Hoax?" (attached). The article contained a history of 
Bigfoot and the activities of Mr. Byrne and. others connected 
with the mystery. Mr. Byrne's letter ‘requested the FBI 
Laboratory examine and attempt to identify 15 hairs attached 
to a piece of skin. 


According, to the New York Times article, Mr. Byrne's 
five-year search for Bigfoot is supported by the Academy of: 
Applied Science (AAS), Boston,. Massachusetts, admission fees 
to his exhibit and small donations -from other sources. The 
AAS is the chief sponsor of the current Loch Ness: ‘expedition. 
in Scotland. AAS is listed in the Encyclopedia of Associations 
as being founded in 1962 and dedicated to applied science. 
and engineering. It claims 300 membérs and one staff member. 


Memorandum to Mr. McDermott 


Re: 


REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER. 
AND EXHIBITION | : 

THE DALLES, OREGON - 


Prem 


g 
A search of Buredu ‘andices contained no information 


identifiable with Mr. Byrne: or- aan ‘Bigfoot Information Center 


and Exhibition. 
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Fin. & Pers. —— 


ZL 
~ Memorandum — = SS ———: 


Mr. McDermott DATE: 12/13/76 


J. Cochran, Jr 


REQUESTED E ATION OF 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE 


i : @BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER 
AND EXHIBITIO} ai Training 


A EXHIB : 3 
‘ THE DALLES, OREGON ee 


SELES, OREGON 
>> 


PURPOSE: 


ckground information concerning . 


To set out. 
alyzed hair in connection 


published reports that the FBI has 


with the search for”’Sasquatch,. aka“ Bigfoot" and to 

recommend that requested hatY examination. received 11/24/76 

from peuauninme, Director, Bigfoot Information Center and me 
Exhibition be granted. CRreaon / 


SYNOPSIS :- 


« 


Background information concerning Sasquatch, CY 
set out with request received 11/24/76 from Mr. Peter wie 
Director of the Bigfoot Information Center and Exhibition, 
The Dalles, Oregon, for FBI Laboratory examination of 15 © 
unidentified hairs and tissue related to sedrch for Sasquatch... 
STS Division recommends request for examination be granted 

in interest of research and scientific inquiry. 


CURRENT BUREAU POLICY:: 


This does not represent.‘a change in Bureau policy 
In addition to its primary mission of examining physical ; 
evidence in criminal matters for Federal, state and municipal 
law enforcement ,. the STS Division's Laboratory Branch has a 
history of making its unique services and expertise available 
to the Smithsonian Institution, other museums, universities and 
government agencies in archeological matters and in the interest 
of research and legitimate scientific inquiry. ° 


N25 sy ZRiced A$ QBWV2F | 


5 ssi : G9 CONTINUED - OVER 
ACsrma (6) * 2/3013 : 
4§~ 1301. % FEB 22 1077 


5 


3 OF 
r, aby U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan | 


yr se 


ne = a = os - act & i 2% v 
S 4 
ba x a , 
% 7 
gs aN 1 
+ - Noy 
* : a 


1 - Mr. Cochran 
1- b7c 
1 = 


February 24, 1877: ' 


REGISTERED 
Mr, Howard ox rts 
Executive Vico Prosident— 
Acadomy of Applied Science. 
05 India Wharf, Suite 204_ 


ane PO BEE 


“Boston, 3 Massachusetts 02110 
Paine Dares 


Dear Mr, Curtis; Ci: s1n ‘SOURCE 


Tho cist which you red ae ") tes Gotie FBI Laboratory "~~ 
on behalf of Tha Bigfoot Information Center and Bxhibition have been 
examined by transmitted and incident ight microscopy. Tho oxamination 
inclided & study of morphological characteristics such as root structura, 
medullary structure and cuticle thiclnoss in addition to goals casts. i 
Also, the hairs were compared directly with hairs of known origin under 
a comparison microscopa. a 


It was concluded as a result of these examinations that the hairs | 
“aie of deor. family origin. r 


; ‘Tho har sample you submitted is belhg returned as en : 
or closure to this letter. Fe 


0233 by 

Sinceroly re 3 A liz, ¢ r 
Say, Gana ney Gea algo 5" ! 
Jay Cochran, Jr. 
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M moran dum : - Mr. Cochran b7C Ae 40 to 


Adm. Serv. enn 


1 Ext. 
DATE: 2/22/77 ibe httid “cme 


Gen. Inv. 2, 


Legal Coun. 

Plon. & Evol. 

REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF Rec. Mgnt. 
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE plan roa 
= Director Sec'y 


AND EXHIBITION 
THE DALLES, OREGON 


PURPOSE: 


To report the results of the examination of hairs-from the 
captioned organization. 


DETAILS: 


By memorandum, Cochran to McDermott, dated 12/13/76, .we 
agreed to examine a hair sample on behalf of the captioned organization. 
A letter to this effect dated 12/15/76, was sent to Mr. Peter Byrne, 
Director of captioned organization. 


Recently, the hair sample (photograph attached) was delivered 
to the Laboratory by Mr. Howard S. Curtis, Executive Vice President, 
Academy of Applied Science, Boston, Massachusetts. This Academy 
sponsors the captioned organization. , 


The hairs were determined to be from a member of.the deer 


Pert ee 
Inspection mew 
tatell. ——___ 
Loborotory —___. 


family. co) 
: Se ag a7 30/3-B 


Mr. Curtis requested that a letter setting forth the results of 
the examination be furnished to him since Mr. Byrne will be out of the 


country for several months. He also requested that the hairs be 


returned to him. £2. Fj 
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THE ACADEMY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 


65 India Wharf PTC Research Building 
Suite 26A 2 White Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
\ 
ROBERT H. RINES > 
President y, Tel. (MA) (617) 523-6304 ; 
HOWARDS. CURTIS Tel. (N.H.) (603) 228-1541 “| 
Executive Vice President 
QUISIDE SOURCE ; 


March 8, 1977 


Mr, Jay Cochran, Jr. ; 

Assistant Director FBI ; 

Seientific and Technical Ol % 
Services Division 9139 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 4G A “¢ 


Washington, D.C. Be 


Dear Mr. Cochran: G CLOT i) AHBN CGA Go, . EA 
Thank you very much for sending the analysis re) Exh) b:TH0 4) 


and skin which had been sent to us by Mr. Peter Byrne. = 


We are most iative of your work and that of Special* bic 4 
| | My conversation with him was most pleasant 


and informative. 


Mr. Byrne is expected back from Nepal within a week or f) Sig 
two and will receive copies of our correspondence. coe 


Ne t 
s fe B48 


Cordially, 


HSC/kk 
ec Peter Byrne 
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